
MESO's Storm Chasing Handbook 
 
 

Storm chasing. In MESO, there is nothing we would rather do. There is no part of 
chasing we do not love. We've got the best bunch of people in the world to chase with. Our 
team: MESO. However, the one primary thing that binds us is that we love the process, not 
just the end result. You don't ride the merry-go-round because you like brass rings. You ride 
the merry-go-round because you like the ride. We like the ride. We live for gypsying around 
the plains, sun in our eyes, wind in our faces, gathering data, learning, chasing, and every 
so often, scoring. Every day we chase holds the potential for great adventure. We love the 
stopovers at the rest areas, watching clouds, hoping. We love the food runs, the card 
games, the seeing new places and meeting new people. We are severe weather watchers 
and researchers, and we enjoy it so much that we can't wait for it to come our way; we must 
pursue it. There is nothing more beautiful or awe-inspiring than a full-blown storm. Nothing. 
There are few things more dangerous than a full-blown storm, either. However, there are 
definitely ways to minimize the risk factor. 

 
We have been chasing together since 1998.  We have seen a live time of visuals, 

met unforgettable people, had hair raising adventure, heart rending tragedy, and side 
splitting humor and hyjinx.  The team growing from 1998 is more a family now.  We have 
picked up a few things along the way that hopefully will prepare people just beginning their 
adventure, or for those interested in our way of doing things.  Enjoy our HANDBOOK. 

 

       
 
1. Pursuing severe weather just because it looks fun is ludicrous.  Storms are dangerous.  

Some are killers.  Chasing storms without adequate preparation in terms of knowledge 
and experience is like hunting a tiger with a popgun.  Serve a few years in your local 
Skywarn chapter, take a tour with one of the commercial chase groups…. but until you 
acquire a strong knowledge of severe weather and how it behaves, don't even think 
about chasing. 

 
2. It is generally not a good idea to chase alone. At the very least, there should be two of 

you. At least one should have experience. Recently, there was a film where one guy was 
chasing by himself. He was driving, watching the sky, talking on a cell phone, glancing at 
his monitor, and had a camera on the seat. One can't be sure if he was a genius or an 


