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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
The MESO Association is organized for the purpose of singly or collectively assisting 

any person, community, or community agency with the work of public safety, severe 
weather warning, disaster preparedness, severe weather awareness, and public 
education. Assistance will be provided in whatever capacity possible through the use of 
combined or individual skills and/or resources. 

 
The goal is that through a combination of educational, civic, and scientific projects, 

and through the operation of an experimental research vehicle of our own design, which 
will further augment our experimentation with developing technologies, we will enhance 
the work of warning, severe weather education, and disaster preparedness. 
 

 
HISTORY AND OVERVIEW 

 
Our group was started in early 1998.  What started as a group of weather 

enthusiasts hoping to observe nature's grandest show has evolved into one of the most 
highly-regarded severe weather organizations in the United States.  We have very 
highly-trained specialists in such departments as forecasting, emergency management, 
photography, videography, electronics, computers and internet communication, and 
teaching.  Since we first incorporated, we have grown as a group and have expanded 
our community service.   

 
* We have built our second mobile lab, ECHO.  ECHO encompasses all we learned 

from the first lab, being capable of self-sufficient weather monitoring and tracking and 
both weather and hazardous material vapor forecasting.  It also has a strong 
communications system with the flexibility to assist multiple departments.  It has also 
been used in disaster relief; dispersing first aid supplies, clothing, food, blankets to 
those in need in disaster areas.  It will maintain an active cell phone for folks to make 
emergency calls or contact relatives, and also provide EMS workers with a place to grab 
a hot cup of coffee, a change of clothes, or a quick nap.  Our new vehicle is capable of 
a constant internet connectivity via cell phone, so that members of the press can get the 
stories out, hastening help from other sectors.  We shall make this vehicle available 
predominantly in the area of Texas, Michigan, Ohio, and Kentucky, and offer its use to 
any valid, recognized disaster relief or community warning agency, manned either by 
MESO volunteers, or MESO trained volunteers. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
* We have an affiliate program with MSU–Mankato.  The Minnesota Storm Intercept 

Team (MSIA), comprised of university students, works in conjunction with MESO in 
weather research, and storm spotting, as well as public education. 

 
* We have an active in-school presentation program, wherein members of our 

organization visit schools with a government-approved message of disaster 
preparedness.  They are provided with brochures describing "what to do if..." to take 
home.  A modified presentation is made available to community groups, churches, etc.  
Any donations received from these presentations have been sent to disaster relief 
organizations, most prominently the American Red Cross (after the expense of the 
presentation is deducted).  At the end of each year, we perform an overview of the 
program, and modify it according to the input we have received from our audiences.   
 

* We have an annual research mission into the central Plains during the peak of 
severe weather season, wherein we experiment with developing technologies in the 
work of warning and severe weather preparedness.  We open spots on the trip to 
interested parties wishing to learn more about forecasting, weather observation, and 
meteorology.  Many use what they learn on these trips to enhance their warning 
systems at home.  One of our developments, named OZ (Observation Zero) tested a 
protected camera and housing to use in severe weather photography, when it’s too 
dangerous to have manned cameras at work.  Our goal is to incorporate our field-tested 
techniques and safety guidelines into a growing number of weather research teams.  
We are accomplishing this goal by carefully training new members to be able to head up 
field excursions of their own.  

 
* We maintain an active website at www.mcwar.org, which has grown in popularity 

tremendously since its inception in 1998.  A quick glance at our statistics page will verify 
this; we have received visitors from all over the world, and frequent return visitors are 
the US Government, the US Military, National Weather Service, and universities.  We 
post pictures in our gallery of our various projects and from our various outings, and we 
have a steadily growing online library, containing articles written either by individual 
team members or by several members as a team project.   

 
* We publish a monthly newsletter via email.  This newsletter covers a broad 

spectrum of topics and reaches a broad spectrum of readers.  We accept outside 
contributions, but most of the content is from MESO members, and addresses news 
and areas of concern within the organization and in the weather community.   

 
* We have a very active email exchange, and are proud to say that over the years, 

not one email to MESO has gone unanswered.  Email requests vary in content from 
people requesting recommended services and equipment, to students asking direction 
to good meteorology schools or assistance with research. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
* MESO also has an active media department.  Our Media Director has set up 

numerous opportunities for film producers and members of the printed media to do films 
or stories on MESO.  We feel that media exposure to our activities is critical to our 
success as a group, and through our Media Director's efforts, we have had extensive 
media coverage on all of our field outings… many times allowing media people 
temporary positions on the research teams.  Special media guests have come from 
USA Today, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Ryboprod in France, and NZTV in New Zealand. 

 
 
The success and popularity enjoyed by MESO, and its universal appeal is that its 

membership is extremely diverse.  Graduate students work side-by-side with truck 
drivers; photographers discuss forecasting techniques with electricians.  MESO 
represents the most dynamic example of people with a common dream working 
together to serve the community of man.  Diverse as we are, we each have a critical 
area of expertise that we bring to the group.  Many of our members are involved with 
volunteerism on their home fronts: as EMTs, firefighters, and/or Skywarn spotters.  The 
wonderful spirit of MESO is immediately captured by those we teach and those we 
meet, thus the message we impart reaches a vast audience.   

 
 
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

 
We are looking for sponsors and donations so that we can continue and expand our 

work.  Our needs are varied.  We need, of course, money to fund our projects.  We 
need assistance with hotel bills, airfares, fuel, printing materials, as well as electronics, 
computers, and monitors to install in the mobile lab.  Effective June 2005, MESO 
achieved tax-exempt status under IRS Code 501(c)3 as a not-for-profit charitable 
organization. Please contact me if you are interested in helping us.  We are about 
saving lives; I can't think of a better cause.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 

 
Correspondence address: 

MESO Association, Inc. 
c/o Randy Denzer 
9500 W. Parmer, Ln., #2514 
Austin, TX 78717 
denzer@mcwar.org 

 
Shipping address: 

MESO Association, Inc. 
c/o Allan Detrich 
619 Hayes Ave. 
Fremont, OH 43420 
detrich@mcwar.org 
 


